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Caruthersville bridge scheduled for completion in 1976

Interstate 155 will eventually connect Interstate 55 in the roadway from I-55 southeast to the bridge 1s now under way.
Southeast Missouri to Highway 51 near Dyersburg, Tenn., and  Tentatively scheduled for completion in 1976, the bridge and four-lane
Interstate 40 at Jackson, Tenn., by way of a new Mississippl River divided roadway will provide the only bridge crossing of the
bridge near Caruthersville. The Missouri State Highway department Mississippi River between Cairo, Ill., and Memphis, enn.
reports that all steel work was completed last year and grading for (Highway department photo)
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Caruthersville bridge scheduzedfor completion in 1976

V
Interstate 155 will eventually connect Interstate 55 in from 155 southeast to the bridge is now under way.
Southeast Missouri to Highway 51 near Dyersburg, Tenn., and ti 'Wmmminmmmum 3
Interstate 40 at Jackson, Tenn., by way of a new Mississippi River d roadway bridge crossing of the
bridge near Caruthersville. The Missouri State Highway department Mlssissippi Riv:r’e!wéacm ﬂ phis, Tenn.

reports that all steel work was completed last year and gnmng for (Highway department photo)
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CARUTHERSVILLE
Caruthersville residents have
long dreamed of a bridge across
the Mississippi River located
near this community, and
today this dream is slowly but
surely becoming a reality as 66
per cent of the first contract is

now complete,

Work on the new
Caruthersville Bridge began
with the construction of a

gravel road through swampy,
low bayou country across the
levee near the river in early
June, 1969, Actual bridge
construction had already begun
on the Tennessee bank of the
mighty Mississippi, but on the
Missouri side workers were
kept busy building a road.
cutting through wooded areas
s0 that heavy equipment,
supplies, and bridge materials
could move back and forth to
the bridge site.

Early work on road
construction was hampered by
high water and bad weather
conditions as usual. Thousands
of yards of fill had to be used
to build the road which, due to
high water, was in almost
constant need of repair.

Not long after the road was
made passable, local residents
began to see signs of bridge
work.

Massman - Juhnson, a
Kansas City Construction
Company, is working on the
first contract which is the
substructure contract of the
main river spans: piers 14
through 26. The cost of this

contract is approximately
$7,700,000.00.

Total cost of the
Caruthersville Bridge has been
estimated at approximately
$26,000,000.00, and the
bridge is expected to be

completed in late 1974 or early
1975.

The substructure contract.
according to the Missouri State
Highway Department’s
Resident Engineer W, A.

Schenke, is the first of several

contracts to be awarded,
leading to the final completion
of the 7,098 foot structure.
Encompassed within this first
contract is the construction of
seven piers and six bents which
comprise the supports for the

In March, 1971, this contract
was about 30 percent
complete, Today, according to
the resident engineer, the first
contract is about 66 percent
complete,

Asked if this
good or bad, Schenke replied,

“All I can say is that we would

like to have been a little futher

]

progress is

along.”

Construction of a pier
requires much more work than
the eyes of a river bank

spectator can see. Each pier
requires form 91 to 125 piles
averaging 90 feet in length.
After these piles are driven
inside a cofferdam, a twenty

foot thick course of seal
concrete is placed through the
water which allows the

cofferdam to be dewatered and
the pier built in the dry. The
top of the seal concrete is
approximately 35 feet below
the average river level gauge
reading of 13.2.

Piers 19, 20, and 21 are
supported by caissons built on
islands of sand constructed by
the contractor and are lowered
to their final position
approximately 130 feet below
the river by dredging out the
sand below the pier concrete.
This dredging is performed
through 13 feot diameter holes
in the pier base.

A  breakdown of the
estimated cost of the present
contract indicates that of the
total of $7,764,193.00,
$6,104,741.00, or 80 percent
Is to provide for the
construction of items which

will be below the average
elevation of the river,

The resident engineer stated
that winter weather would
probably not slow down
progress this year,

Massman Johnson have

approximately 75 construction
workers working on the bridge
at the present time,

Recently the Highway
Department announced that a
November 24 bid call would

include work on 109.8 miles of
highways in the area. It was
reported
Pemiscot County, a 1.2 mile
grading project will be let for
the
approach

that on I—155 in

river
south

bridge
of

Mississippi

main spans of the huge bridge. Caruthersville.

m
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* WORKERS CONTINUE CONSTRUCTION on one of the piers on the Tennessee De
/- :  side of the Mississippi River as progress is made in building the Caruthersville bridge. rey
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5 WORKERS CONTINUE CONSTRUCTION on one of the piers on the Tennessee
& side of the Mississippi River as progress is made in building the Caruthersville bridge.

Ca Looking Back

" -,,,v a . ..~ . ¢ . ~ ' N & . ¥
| TWENTY-FIVE officials of the Missouriand Tennessee Cl ff d G b A pt
highwaydepartments and members of the press attended a 1 Or 1 SOn Cce S
tour of the first phase of construction on the

s JOb as Bookkeeper
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Substructures of C.aliruf.hersvilleﬂbridga

By RON RUSSELL — Staff Writer

Bootheel residents who have
long awaited completion of a
new $26 million bridge across
the Mississippi River  near
Caruthersville may now have
reason for at jeast some optim-
ism, even though officials are
still stressing patience. .

The bridge, plauged by inum-
erable delavs since construction
began in 1969, shculd he ready
for traffic by the summer of
1976, olficials say, along with
the complelion of Interstate
155, which will link I-55 with
Dyersburg, Tenn. |
- Originally to'have been fin-
ished In 1975 at a cost of $20
mitlion, increased labor costs
and other unforeseem complica-
tions have hampered progress,
forcing the altering of the com-
pletion target date,

"Right now, at least $6.1 mil-

llon worth of work is heneath
the water,” W. A. Shenke, resi-
dent engineer, poinis ouf. ''So,
when people ook at what they
can see done so far, frat's
something which sheuld be
kept in mind.”
: Shenke said that 80 per cent
of the substructure has been
completed, with the remainder
to be finished by this summer.
- A $10.6 millicn conlract o
build the superstructure was
released fo Bethlehem Stieel
Corporafion in January, he
said, and should be accomplish-
ed by 1974,

"1 ecurse, thd work on the
superstructure will not begin
until all the subslructlure is fin-
ished, so one thing is heavily
dependent on the other. If all
gces well, Befhlehem can get
i0 work on lhelr part by late
summer,” Shenke said.

- To [ollow afterwards will be
the construction of approach

spans and -roadway, concreting
of the bridge deck, and paint-
Ing of the steel superstructure,

The span, when completed,
will provide uninterrupled road-
way {rom Inlersiate 55's con-
neclion with the I-155 spur to

be built between Hayti and Dy-
ersburg. - ) i

“It is haped {hat the comple-

tlon of the spur and the com-
pletion of the bridge itself ran
coincide,- so that with one rib-
bon-cutting, {ravelers can go
from Hayti to Dyershurg with-
ouf a hitch,” he said.

FPlans for the bi-l:dge, long a

phantom of southeast Missouri-
ans farced to travel 1o Cairo,
II!.. or use one of several fer-
ries 10 gain access across the
river, were first put forth -in
1963, four years before work
actually began in Aopril, 1969,

Since then, labor costs have
soared, sefting: off a cycle of
ditficulties in the over-all pro-
gress of the project, he said.

“Persons,  [or example, who,
under previous cost esfimales,
would have earned $3.17 an
hour, are - now making some-
thing around the $6.00 figure,”
shenke commenfed.

Increased costs haye  hurt
mast m precipitating  sluggish
government  funding for the
project, “stmply hecause the
money 18 not, and has nol heen
made available for it.”

Physical ronditions have
her;'-:n another difficuity, he
pomls out, naming as an exam-
ple the high water level af the
construction site which has
alt but stopped work during the
past [wo weeks.

‘The bridge, upon completion,
Wil have a folal length  of

BRIDGE Page 2
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Tucker C oming -

| Jim Guy Tucker, candidate for Arkansas Atlorney
GGéneral, will be in Blytheville and Misisiissippi County
from noon tomorraw until noon Kriday, Sandy McMath,
a4 Tucker campaign official, has announced.

MeMath c2id that Tucker “plans o visit wilh cjti-
zcns and civic groups in the area and meet as many
people as possible in support of his candidacy.”™

Tucker's schedule is as fallows:

Tomorrow efternoon he'll visit afterncon shiffs at

handshaking tour. I

He will be in Manila from 7 p.m. o 10 p.m.

Thursday morning he will shake hands with early
shift employes at several Blytheville planis-and-then at-
tend, in Osceola, the combined Lions-Rotary Club, noon
luncheon before touring the southern portion of the
county.’

Nriday morning he will again visit in Blytheville be-
fore leaving around 10 a.m. for Walnut Ridge,

Tryouts Today

Gail Wilf, secretary of the Blytheville Little League,
has announced another irycut session for hoys coming
into the basehall program. Wilf said the final tryout ses-
sion will be held foday at 6 p.m. at the Little League
park on South Ninth Street,

The league is open for boys living in or. attending
school fn the Blytheville school disiriel, born affer Jan.
1, 1939, Each boy should bring a glove to ihe iryauts.

May 30.

Charges Filed

Charges of assault with inlent to kill have heen filed
against Edward Nichols, 31, of Carithersville, accord-
ing to prosecuting alforney Arthur T. (Art) Stephenson.

Nichols was arrested last Wednesday night after an-
other cily resident, Mrs. Melissa South, was wounded
in fhe arm and wrist while she sat on the front porch
of her residence, 110. South Pine, Pemiscot County
sheriff's deputies reporied.

Officers said Mrs. South’s wounds were inflicted by a
small caliber pisto! fired from a passing car, She was
not seriously hurt but was freated at Pemiscot County
Memorial Hospifal in Hayli. '

Approximately 40 minutes after the 7:15 p.m. shoot-
Ing incident at Mrs. South's home, according to depu-

Wilf said the league will open regular season play
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Substructures of Caruthersville bridgs

Bridge Target
Summer of ‘76

By RON RUSSELL — Staff Writer
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The Missouri approach o the
span will be 1,100 feet lomg,
[lcompared to & 3,200 feet
distance on the Tennessee side.
One million cubic yards  of
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Caruthersville Bridge

Contractor Named

CARUTHERSVILLE —
Bethlehem Steel Corporation

has been named prime
contractor for the Interstate

[56 bridge superstructure
over the Mississippi River
between Pemiscot County
and Dyer County, Tenn.

The steel firm will furnish,
fabricate and erect almost
10,000 tons of steel for the
3.590-foot-long crossing near
Caruthersville.

The 12-span structure is
comprised of a two-span
through - truss cantilever unit
consisting of a 520-foot-long
anchor arm span and ¢
920-foot-long channel span
This truss section is flanked
on each side by four
continuous girder spans and a
simple girder span.

Minimum horizontal and

vertical clearances will be
901 feet and 52 (feet,
respectively.
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Model 91CF

The truss assembly will
reach a height of 142 feet

above the bridge deck.
The long-awaited bridge

which will carry four traffic
lanes, will eliminate several
ferry crossings and provide a
big assist to motorists, as the
nearest bridge is located
about 100 miles upstream.

Steel erection will begin
during the first quarter of
1973. In addition to ASTM
A 36 grade steel, other grades
to be utilized in the structure
include high- strength
materials AH572, A588 and
AH514, Steel members will be
fastened together with
high-strength  bolts, also
furnished by Bethlehem.

In addition to steel
materials for the
superstructure, Bethlehem is
also furnishing
approximately 1,200 tons of
sheet piling, including its
special high-strength
interlock PSX35 sections, for
an oval-shaped cofferdam
which is believed to be one
of the largest sand island
type pier projects ever to be
built.

Bids on the substructure
and superstructure total
$18.4 million. At least three
aditional contracts involving
other parts of the bridge
project remain to be let. The
Federal Highway
Administration, Department
of Transportation, will
provide federal financing for
90 per cent of the bridge,
while the two states linked
by the bridge will share the
remaining 10 per cent.

Behtlehem’s participation
in the bridge project is being
handled through the firm's
central district,
headquartered in Leetsdale,
Pa.
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Caruthersville Bridge
Contractor Named

CARUTHERSVILLE —
Bethlehem Steel C N

The truss assembly will
reach a height of 142 feet
above the bridge deck.

Th: brid,

has been named prime
for the

155 bridge superstructure
over the Mississippi River
between Pemiscot County
and Dyer County, Tenn.

The steel firm will furnish,
fabricate and erect almost
10,000 tons of steel for the
3,5690-foot-long crossing near
Caruthersville.

The 12-span structure is
comprised of a two-span

e long: ge
which will carry four traffic
lanes, will eliminate several
ferry crossings and provide a
big assist to motorists, as the
nearest bridge is located
about 100 miles upstream.
Steel erection will begin
during the first quarter of
1973. In addition to ASTM
A36 grade steel, other grades
to be utilized in the structure
lud: high- strength

gh - truss 1 unit
consisting of a 520-foot-long
anchor arm span and &

materials A572, A588 and
A514, Steel members will be
¢ 4

920-foot-long ck | span
This truss section is flanked
on each side by four
continuous girder spans and a
simple girder span.

th with
high-strength  bolts, also
furnished by Bethlehem.

In addition to steel
materials for the

and
vertical clearances will be
901 feet and 52 feet,
respectively.

Model 91CF

p e, is
also furnishing
approximately 1,200 tons of
sheet piling, including its
special high-strength
interlock PSX35 sections, for
an oval-shaped cofferdam
which is believed to be one
of the largest sand island
type pier projects ever to be
built.

Bids on the substructure
and  superstructure total
$18.4 million. At least three
aditional contracts involving
other parts of the bridge
project remain to be let. The
Federal Highway
AR D.

of  Transportation, will
provide federal financing for
90 per cent of the bridge,
while the two states linked
by the bridge will share the
remaining 10 per cent.
Behtlehem’s participation
in the bridge project is being
handled through the firm'’s
co:ltrll i district,

in L
Pa.
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Approach under construction

The Missouri State Highway Department is currently working on the approach to
the Mississippi River bridge near Caruthersville. The prestressed concrete beams

are now almost ready for the roadway tobe layed. The bridge is tentatively
scheduled for completion in 1976. Grading for the roadway from Interstate 55

southeast to the bridge is now underway also. (Highway department photo)
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Approach under construction

The Missouri State Highway Department is currently working on the approach to
the Mississippi River bridge near Caruthersville. The prestressed concrete beams
are now almost ready for the roadway tobe layed. The bridge is tentatively
scheduled for completion in 1976. Grading for the roadway from Interstate 55

southeast to the bridge is now underway also. (Highway department photo)
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TO A NONOBSERVANT MOTORIST, the network of
girders in a bridge’s superstructure IS the bridge. Ac-

tually, it's one of the simpler problems of bridge
building. Most of the engineering and design problems,
as well as cost and labor, are found below.

—Mo. State Highway Dept. Photos

WORKMEN ARE NOW pouring concrete on the new

~ 7/098-foot Mississippi River bridge near Caruthersville.
Work on this first phase of the construction is about 20
per cent complete. The bridge on Interstate Route 155 is
being built in cooperation with Tennessee:

THIS NIGHT SCENE of the Paseo Bridge in Kansas
City is one of the most widely sought bridge pictures yet
made by the Missouri State Highway Department. This
is one of two suspension bridges built in Missouri iIn
modern times. The other is on Route 5 near Camdenton.

Missouri is a bridge state -
historically, symbolically and as
a practical reality throughout it
state highway system.

Despite its midwestern location
and the absence of ocean inlets
and canals, Missouri now has
8,237 bridges (not counting the
tens of thousands of culverts —
less than 20 feet) in its 32,000-mile
state highway system.

By comparison, Minnesota,
another midwestern state
boasting many rivers and lakes,
has only 3,100 bridges in its state
highway system. _

And not all these Missouri
aridges can be classified as short
spans crossing back-country
creeks and connecting grade
separations. Missouri benefits
by, but also must contend with,

two mighty rivers - the
Mississippi and the Missouri. In

addition to the dozens of smaller
rivers, there are hundreds of
streams traversing the Ozarks
which sweep across the entire
southern half of the state.

A quick study of Missouri’s
interest and concern with bridges
would reveal:

That the 6,237 state bridges
have a total area of 30,412,320
square feet and have a total
length of about 250 miles.

Since 1956, the Missouri State

Highway - Department has
averaged building about 300 new
bridges per year.
« During the past 18 months,
ending June 30, 1970, designs
have been completed and con-
tracts awarded for 363 new
bridges, with a total length of
80,314 feet and a total contract
cost of $65,293,040. In addition,
contracts were awarded for
designs to extend, widen or for
major repairs on 21 other
bridges.

Since 1918, the Bridge Division
of the State Highway Department
has prepared designs for 10,931
structures, including multi-
opening and special single
opening structures, representing
a fotal length of 1,426,946 feet, or
approximately 270 miles.

Five huge new bridges for the
Mississippi (three) and Missouri
(two) rivers are now under
construction or in final design
stages. Two are being built in
cooperation with Illinois, one
with Tennessee and one with
Kansas. The longest of these will
be across the Mississippi at
Caruthersville (now under
construction), with a total length
of 7,098 feet.

The longest existing bridges in
Missouri, including those over
the Mississippi River, are:

Jackson county, inter-city, I-70
east, 8,019 feet; Mississippi
County, Route 60, over the
Mississippi, 5,177 feet: Jackson
County, inter-city. I-70 west.
4,337; Clay County, Business
Route 71, ASB bridge, 4,280 feet:
St. Charles County, I-70 west,
4,083 feet; St. Charles County,
Route 67, over the Mississippi,
3,640 feet; St. Louis County,
Route 50 bypass, 3, 627 feet: and
Cape Girardeau County, Route
74, over the Mississippi, 3,595
feet.
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MUCH ADMIRED BY TOURISTS, the old covered
bridges are one of our most charming reminders of
early-day America. This bridge over White Water Creek
at Burfordville in Cape Girardeau County is one of five
left in Missourl.

During the past six years, about 300 inadequate bridges program, is shown here, side by side, with Route M’s
have been replaced on the state highway system. The crossing of the James River in Stone County, southeast
new and the old, a typical example of the replacement of Jamesville.

WHEN COMPLETED, the Caruthersville bridge, with Route 155. This route begins at a conngdion with In-
fwo 38-foot roadways, will become part of Inferstate tc_ersta_te Roqte 5.5 near Hayti and will continue across the
- river, terminating at Dyersburg, Tenn.

&
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THIS NIGHT SCENE of the Paseo Bridge in Kansas
City is one of the most widely sought bridge pictures yet
made by fhe Missouri State Highway Department. This
is one of two suspension bridges built in Missouri in
modern fimes. The ofher is on Route § near Camdenton.

OF MISSOURI

R

5%
i
i

E“ii
I
ki

TO A NONOBSERVANT MOTORIST, the network of
girders in a bridge’s re IS the bridge. Ac-
tually, it's one of the simpler problems of bridge
building. Most of the engineering and design problems.
s wellas cost and labor, are found below.
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left in Missouri.

i
bl

]

11
Eriy
Ll

!

it
it
iht

ridd
i
|

i
i

i
i
isf
o

i
H
5
i

i
s

bas prepared designs for 10,531
structures, Incloding melti-
opening_and special single

During the past six years, about 00 inadequate bridges  program, is shown hers, side by side, with Reute M's
have been replaced on the state highway system. The crossing of the James River in Stone County, southeast
new and fhe old, a fypical example of the replacement  of Jamesville.

J KMEN ARE NOW pouring concrete on
River bridge near Caruthersville.
on this first phase of the construction is about 20
(E00 complate. The hridge om (nterstste Rovte 155 i WHEN COMPLETED, the Caruthersville bridge, with
9 built in cooperation with Tennessee. fwo 3300t roadways, will become part of Inferstate

Route 155. This route begins at a connection with In-

river, ferminating at Dyersburg, Tenn.
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Bethlehem Steel Corporation, St. Louis, Missouri
Massman Construction Company & Al‘ J{}hnsf(}n '
Construction Company, Kansas City, Missouri

(joint venture) | |
Penzel Construction Company, Inc., Jackson, Missouri

R. B. Potashnick, Cape Girardeau, Missouri .
j. A. Tobin Construction Company, Kansas City, Kansas

United Contractors, Inc. & Subsidiary, Des Moines, lowa

Tennessee

.i

ngyer-l ﬂhnsi;f:?ﬁfl(imes, Jackson, Tennessee

King-Smith-Fohhison, Memphis, Tennessee

J. B. Michaels, Brentwood, Tennessee -

PTE]I;?? Contraction Company, Inc., Dyersburg, Tennessee
ett Bros., Inc., Shelbyville, Tennessee i

Subcontractors

Acme Electric Company, Cape Girardeau, Missouri
John F. Beasley Construction Company, Dallas, Texas
George Campbell Painting Corporation, Flushing, New

York |
Clevi Devasier Construction Company, Union City,

Tennessee

james H. Drew Corporation, Indianapolis, Indiana

Gerstner Electric, Inc., St. Louis, Missouri

Girardeau Contractors, Inc., Cape Girardeau, Missouri

Israel Brothers, Inc., St. Louis, Missouri

] & N Industrial Painting, Inc., Campbell, Ohio

Mark Parker Contractor, Mt. Vernon, Missouri

Toledo Scale, Division of Reliance Electric Company,
Prairie Village, Kansas

Townsend Electric Company, Jackson, Tennessee

Prepared by

Ballew Enterprises, Inc., Florence, Alabama

C & D Safety, Nashville, Tennessee

Caldwell Fence Company, Inc, Maryville, Tennessee
Chancellor & #Bons, Inc., Memphis, Tennessee

Cultra Landscape Supply, Union City, Tennessee
Ford Construction Company, Dyersburg, Tennessee

j. A. Hadley, Inc., Humboldt, Tennessee

McKinnon Bridge Cuiﬁpany, Inc., Franklin, Tennessee
Mangrum Bros., Franklin, Tennessee

Sessions Sealing & Maintenance, Nashville, Tennessee
Southern Paving Corporation, Germantown, Tennessee
Thompson Fence Construction Company, Memphis,
Tennessee | g

R. L. Vaughn, Inc., Brentwood, Tennessee

| el
-
=
3 4
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MISSOURI STATE HIGHWAY COMMISSION
in observance of ceremonies dedicating

INTERSTATE ROUTE 155 AND BRIDG,E.
Pemiscot County, Missouri--Dyer County, Tennessee
Consulting engineers for bridge: December 1, 1976

Sverdrup & Parcel and Associates, Inc.
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An official of the Mlssoun nghway ;
Jefferson City has estimated the cost of the ;

appmved and announced by then P:egl
Johnson in 1964 it was estimated the coSt
nelghborhood of $19 million.

Chamber of Commerce s:gned a contrwt Wml
engineering firm to conduct a feasibility study,
f bridge across the Mlssxssppl Rivet Mﬂ! hB de wnted and
“opened for traffic. . e ¥

The Caruthersville Chamber ‘Gf ﬁum;neme lmmched ‘in
December, 1946, the first study, at a cost of $2,500, with
haif of the amount paid by the Dyersburg, Tenn., chamber,
,  Although estimates on Tennessee construction have not

been finished because nm all of the work has been done on
that side of the river, the bridge and Missouri’s share of
connecting highway wul masn.ooo the highway offical
said.

The bridge itself, wlm?ﬂ was built in stages, contains
nearly 20 million pmmhof steel, or to be exact, 19,712,000
A, pounds of steel,

ications to_ ?

. the Missouri side, there are 13 approach span

i Resident en

The total bridge length is 7,098 feet, or 1.

the Tennessee side there are 35 approach
bridge, with a median divider, has two 12-foc
each direction of traffic. P

The bridge crosses the Mississippi River s
three miles southeast of Caruthersville, makmg
crossing of the Mississippi in the 219-mile d
the south of the mouth of the Ohio River at
the bridge at Memphis, Tenn.

More about the cost of the bridge:

Of the $48,950,000 cost that is Missouri’s s
$12 million has been spent by Missouri for its sh
approaching highway. Missouri officials estil
Tennessee's construction costs will be approxi
million, based on some 20 miles of new
construction as compared to only 10 miles on t
side.

The cost figure of $48.9 million includes
expense encountered by the Missouri Highway
including right-of-way, land acquisition. and co
€OSt overruns.

ineer leave

Mrs. Tom Hardesty 77
7__‘76 71*,)"5)(. 7 7?

= Mww:&wwwmw
orial bridge edition

Jream’ comes true

Hi'mw zX U

s

THIS ARTIST’S CONCEPTION of what the Caruthers-
ville Bridge would look like was made before any
construction had started. This shows the bridge looking
north on the Mississippi River. Missouri is on the left.

/, mar siden the Caruthersville hold-ups in supplies coming in or contracts being ® 5
- areap:::v?:vn:i;e:‘ .f:! dr;e acro: i:le !\ﬁSs:s&ppl River ed," he said o g THE CARUTHERSVILLE BRIDGE as it looks/today.
into Tennessee. Now we ‘have it but as a result of its com- The r said two things made the job ‘worthwl " This is an actual ghotograph of the bridge takeg from a ;
letion, mnnity -fike: My-the “The first is that the project was something of - ; boat on the Missssippi River last month. Missouri is on the
p oy . L e . mn io (he people. 'ﬂ:ey W it and that n g left and Tenne,,ie is on the right, /
: e e e dharws
“Th uiiadtﬁeoppormmtvmgumm‘ EeaiNE T § gt e

WMM
have to leave,” Mrs me,

- Her husband, Bill, the engineer, said the most satisfac-
B tion he has gotten since coming here in 1969 was “‘the nice
& people we've met. That's the hardest part about leaving.”
The Schenkes have n ‘Northeast Missouri, around
. Mexico, Mo., where Bill is e of administering high-
way contracts. The fami!j 31st.

*“It's hard to leave,” Bill prior to moving, “‘but
we've got to g0 where they%m That's the kind of ]Ob
1 have.’ Sy

In talking about the bridge
osbstacle to overcome was

_jobs done on time was often

Bill said the biggest
ting the individual
‘mostly because of

ed with ' numbes f diiferent people. We hadCoast Guard

peoplewoﬁnsanthepwiect.ﬂoﬁdn divet
workers throughout the United States. ®e had some
people‘_ muﬁhﬁ@@eﬁ&glﬁ; froms B
elsewhere, and it was very interesting workig wi

. ‘marked. “*We just didn't know it would be so hard to leave people.” -
'ﬁ:emmmunkyné&ieﬁ&swehavem If it was our TR A $ :
4 ‘ ; ng about being the a resi
;hngi??: we wouid stay. m say this: We'll be back some dent eﬂgiﬂeef,' said a.gain “we knew we Ww entually
. hard to

have to move but we didn't think it would
leave the many friends we made. Caruthers:

e

me.

She added that her husband being away so m
bother her. ““Yes, he had to be gone a lot,
town on business, but he usually made a point to drive
back the same day, The hardest part about b " f the wife
of a resident %ﬁncer is moving after a projectiis finish-
ed." §

The Schenke! are now gone but the bridge willbc kind of
a reminder to the friends they made as to what tbey meant
to the communﬁy

home to

| —

END OF AN ERA --- With the dedication and opening
of the Caruthersyille Bridge Dec. Ist, the era of the ferry as
the only mode for motorists to cross the Mississippi River
will’ end. This picture shows the Cottonwood Point ferry in
operation. Turn to the back page for a feature about the

photographer is T
The photo shows
finished in Tenne

Missouri from Tennessee.

ew Caruthersville Bridge
gra?hcr Mike Dale. The

‘work that remains to be
of photograph)- -

ferries.

i€ special dedication program at the site of the Caruth-

le Bridge at 11 a.m. December lst has been

unced. Following this program there will be a local

ation and banquet at 12:30 p.m. in the Caruthersville

ool Gymnasium.

“Pat'’ Patterson, former Missouri State Senator and

e secretary of the Missouri-Tennessee Bridge

ission, will be the master of ceremonies. The

on will be given by the Rev. Ira Singleton, president

Caruthersville Ministerial Association.

combined Units of the Missouri and Tennessee

Guards will present the American Flag.

gerite Piazza of the New York City Center of the

itan Opera Companies, will sing the National

. She will be accompanied by the unified bands of
ille and Dyersburg. Tennessee.

on will then give the welcome and introduce the

dication program listed;

Remarks will be made first by Governor Ray Blanton of
Tennessee and then Governor Christopher S. Bond of
Missouri. Following their remarks, the ribbon across the
bridge will be cut, ‘signaling the beginning of 2 new era in
this area.

The Rev. Sam Boney, president of the Dyersburg,
Tennessee Ministerial Association will give the benediction.

A red, white, and blue program will be available to those
who attend the dedication. The front of the program is a
map showing the route across the Mississippi River and
also shows a picture of the-Caruthersville Bridge.

Also included on the program are project facts, members
of the Missouri State Highway Commission, and members
of the Tennessee Department of Transportation.

The program was prepared by the Missouri State
Highway Commission in observance of ceremonies dedicat-
ing Interstate Route 155 and the bridge.
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. necessary to promote such

The Democrat-Argus

- History of Tennessee-Missour

Many questions are in the air these days after news that
the long sought bridge linking Tennessee and Missouri has
been placed on the Interstate system. Perhaps the question
most frequently asked is, ‘“When did the bridge project
first start?”’ Efforts on the project have been in progress
for so many years many have lost track of the time it be-
gan.

To clearly determine the first starting of the project
would be most difficult but it probably started soon after
God designed and placed the Mississippi River in place
forming a border between two areas otherwise having com-
mon interests, both material and spiritual. It can be assum-
ed, without possible contradicition, that when two or more
men gathered on the banks of the ‘‘Mighty Mississippi’’
and looked toward the opposite shore, someone suggested
that efforts should be made to span the river. It probably
occured regardless of which side of the river the men met
on.

We do know that suggestions have been made for many
years and some have even suggested that combined efforts
be exerted-but leadership was not forthcoming until about
1939 when the County Court of Pemiscot County, with
Judge Morrison Rowland serving as Presiding Judge, ex-
ecuted a contract empowering former Senator A. L. McCau-
ley to explore and promote such a project. The contract has
no termination date and as far as we can determine, little
or no efforts were made as a result of the contract. Senator
McCauley is still living but has not been active in the pro-
motional field for several years.

In 1946 the Caruthersville Chamber of Commerce was re-
activitated and it was shortly after this reorganization that a
new Board of Directors was elected to the Caruthersville
Rotary Club, with Cecil Book being named incoming Pre-
sident of the club, and the new board in trying to find a
good club project, decided to promote the construction of a
bridge. The idea soon was found to be larger than just one
club and it was suggested it be turned over to the newly re-
organized Chamber of Commerce.

The late Charles G. Ross was President of the Chamber
of Commerce and he started his board working on the sug-
gestion. Realizing that both sides of the river would be
greatly affected, a meeting was arranged with the Dyers-
burg Chamber of Commerce and other interested people
from both sides of the river. The mass meeting was held on
Sunday afternoon, September 15, 1946, in Dyersburg and
was the first day of employment of the writer as Executive
Secretary of the Caruthersville Chamber of Commerce. Mr.
Ross was named Chairman and the writer Secretary of the
‘“HANDS ACROSS THE RIVER COMMITTEE"’ and people
were named to the committee from each and every service
and civic club, mayors and city councils and other influen-
tial people in Southeast Missouri and West Tennessee.
Subsequent meetings were held developing public interest
and efforts were made to determine the proper procedure
to follow.

In November of 1946 the writer received a call from the
District Engineer of the Corps of Engineers, Memphis Dis-
trict, Col. L. H. Foote who suggested we contact L. J. Sver-
drup of Sverdrup & Parcel Inc., Consulting Engineers of St.
Louis, and Mr. Ross, Leonard L. Limbaugh and the writer
called on Mr. Sverdrup only to find he was General Sver-
drup and that he had recentlyreturned from active duty as
Chief Engineer under Genefal McArthur in the South Pac-
ific. After listening to us He suggested we call a meeting
and he would send a Vice Pfesident, G. Wood Smith, to the
meeting to fully and compje

‘thé‘#ville early in Dee-

The meeting was held 4
Atidg the Caruthersville

ember of 1946 andfrony th
Chamber of Commerce signed act with Sverdrup &
Parcel, Inc., for an out of pocket ¢ danse feasibility study
to be made. It was learned such a study would cost $2,500

, or less and the Dyersburg Chamber of Commerce agreed to
* pay one half the actual cost of the study. The actual cost

was $1,825.35.
The study was made in the spring of 1947 and revealed,
among other things, that the potential traffic flow would not

. be sufficient to meet the estimated cost of such a project

for several reason We have a wide river, a deep river, a
swift river and a large overflow plane, all very objectionable
to such a project having such limited potential earning and
man sources were explored. Under the continued leadership

« of Mr. Smith, General Sverdrup and their legal staff, we

FELRLLAEE 4R35

explored many possible programs, only to run face to face
with REALITY, NO SUPPLEMENTAL FUNDS WERE
AVAILABLE.

In 1948, Mr. James M. Reeves enlisted the interest of a

' personal friend of his, Mr. Carl Trauernicht, of the renown-

ed law firm of Charles and Trauernicht of St. Louis and
they, with Mr. Smith and his legal staff made a study of

. Federally appointed Bridge Commissions and then a study

of Federally appointed Bridge Commissions and then a
study of the New York Port Authority and from this study

. they drafted two bills for the General Assembly of Tenn-

essee and Missouri to pass, creating a Tennessee-Missouri
Bridge Commission. Such a study took several months, all
without compensation, and in the spring of 1949 the writer,
with Dennis L. Cain, L. K. VanAusdall and the late N. W.

, Helm, met a group of men in Dyersburg, among whom

were members of the Tennessee Legislature. Since the

* Tennessee Legislature had only 28 days remaining in their

session, it was decided they would introduce the bills
immediately and they could be introduced in Missouri at
the same time but the press of time was not so great in

Missouri. The bills passed in Tennessee with very few cor-

, rective amendments and they were introduced in the Mis-
souri Senate first, by former Senator John W. Noble of

Kennett and the late Senator Yewell Lawerence, represent-
ing our district. Following their passage from the Senate in
Missouri, the bills were handled in the House by the late
Representative John T. Buckley of Hayti. They received
final passage at 2:30 P.M. on the day adjournment was had
at S:00 P.M. 3

The biils formed a compact between the two states and
the late Governor Forrest Smith of Missouri named N. W.
Helm, M. R. Rowland and S. P. Reynolds to sign the com-
pact for Missouri and the then Governor Gordon Browning
of Tennessee named Attorney General Roy Beeler, high-
way Commissioner E. W. Eggleston and State Treasurer
W. D. Estes to sign the compact for Tennessee. Signatures
were secured by the writer and the bills dispatched air mail
to Congressman Paul Jones in Washington. They were
handled by Congressman Jones and the late Congressman
Jere Cooper of Tennessee and after passage, were sent to
the Senate where the late Senator Estes Kefauver handled
the early stages but during his absence, final approval of
the Public Works Committee of the Senate was secured by
former Senator Forrest Donnell.

Senator Donnell knew nothing of the project and the
writer received a telephone call one afternoon from Mr.
Helm, who spent a lot of time in Washington securing
passage of the legislation, asking that six telegrams be sent
Senator Donnell and the other Missouri Senator, Senator
Kem, the telegrams to come fromRepublicans of our com-
munity, urging their support and participation. Upon re-
ceiving the call, the writer went immediately to Western
Union, sent the wries, signing the following names to them,
C.F. Bloker, L.L. Limbaugh, Chas G. Ross, J.R. Hutchison,
a,B. Rhodes and L.W. Dillman. Fortunately, we called each
man after the wires were sent, for Senator Donnell called
two of them that night and the next day final passage was

secured at 2:00 P.M. before final adjournment at 5:30 P.M.
“THAT WAS CLOSE AGAIN".

The Act provides that the Governor of each state shall
name five members to the Tennessee-Missouri Bridge Com-
mission. Governor Smith named the following men: N. W.
Helm, 5 years; S. L. Hunter, Sr., New Madrid, 4 years; Dr.
E. L. Spence, Kennett, 3 years; S. P. Reynolds, 2 years and
M. R. Rowland, f vear. Governor Browning named the fol-
lowing: W. A. McCutcheon, Tiptonville, S years; Dr. P. E.
Miller, Tigrett, 4 years; Jones Greer, Dyersburg, 3 years;
T. J. Walker, Dyersburg, 2 years and M. J. Everett, Obion,
1 year.

The first meeting was held at Reelfoot Lake on Septem-
ber 14, 1949, and the following officers were elected: Chair-
man, N. W. Helm; Vice Chairman, W. A. McCutcheon;
Treasurer, Jones Greer, and Secretary, J. F. Patterson.
After a concentrated beginning in September 1946, an
authoritative body had met to begin work on the project-
just one day less than three years later. It should never be
forgotten than Mr. G. Wood Smith, Vice President of Syer-
drup & Parcel, Inc., had attended every meeting during the
years of promotion, legislative action and the first meeting
for organization of the Commission-at no cost to anyone,
and the Caruthersville Chamber of Commerce paid expens-
es for the meetings, when it had the money, and the mem-
bers paid their own expenses otherwise. It should also be
remembered that Mr. James M. Reeves attended each and
every meeting and at the secord meeting in November,
1949, contracts were signed making Sverdrup and Parcel,
Inc., the consulting engineers and Ward & Reeves as legal
consultatnts, even though no money was available for either
consultant.

After the November meeting the river was at flood stage
for a long period of time and the next meeting was held in
Memphis, Tenn. where each member contributed $100.00
to be used for expenses since the Caruthersville Chamber
of Commerce was out of funds and the secretary had not
been paid for three months. Thus, the Tennessee-Missouri
Bridge Commission continued to explore every means of
financing the project.

In December 1950 the writer received a call from Mr.
Trauernicht stating that an introductory clause had been in-
serted in the Act by the House Public Works Committee

that ‘‘the issue of this commission shall be subject to the:
Tax Laws of the United States’’. Since the records of law do

not provide a precedent on bi-state commissions, Mr.
Trauernicht said it would not be possible to approve bonds

issued by the Bridge Commission. This information resulted =
in a conference and an appointment was secured with Mz,
John W. Snyder, then Secretary of the Treasury, for Fri-
1950. The conference was attended by -

day, January 13,
nine men and on the followng Thursday the opinion was re-
ceived from Mr. Snyder stating the Tennessee-Missouri
Bridge Commission DOES have authority to issue tax-
exempt bonds. According to Mr. Reeves and Mr. Trauer-
nicht this is the first time in history up to that time that
such an opinion had ever been secured from the Treasury
Department and we have since had many requests from
certified copies of the opinion.

While in Washington for the above conference, we yisit-
ed the White House and President Harry S. Truman re-
quested us to give him a detailed report on what we had
been able to do up to that date. President Truman suggest-
ed that we visit the Bureau of Public Roads and request fin-
ancial assistance and had members of his staff make the
appeiniment. It was at this conference with Mr. Tem
bcDonald, Administrator of the Bureau of Public roads,
that we fi¥st learned that the Bureau of Public Roads CAN-
NOT PARWICIPATE IN PROJECTS OTHER THAN THOSE A
PROPOS AND PLANNED BY THE HIGH"WAY DE:.
PARTMENTS OF THE THEN 48 STATES. This mformah,on

has beea so completely misunderstood and misquoted thru
the past years that it has caused us quite some concern at

times. b

On June 20, 1951, another trip was made to Washington,
at the request of President Truman for a visit with the
Bureau of Public Roads., Mr. Reeves, with the assistanceg
of Mr. G. Wood Smith, presented a plan of securing funds
for a comprehensive traffic and costs estimate study where
the two highway departments would provide $25,000 each
and this be matched with $50,000 from the bureau, thus
providing a total of $100,000 for the study. It was clearly
pointed out several times that no part of the allocation of
funds could be used for expense of the Bridge Commission
and that all contracts must first be approved by the two
Highway Departments and then the Bureau of Public Roads
before they became final and all disbursements must be
made by the Bureau. Several months were required to work
out the agreements and secure final approval of the plan
and the Bridge Commission issued a call for bids on August
14, 1951. Contact with several firms had been made prior to
the call and on August 17, Delenw, Cather Company of
Chicago was subsequently approved to make the traffic
study and Sverdrup & Parcel, Inc., was approved to make
the cost estimate study. The studies were made on three
possible sites, near Powell's Ferry at Caruthersyille, at Cot-
tonwood Point and at Bells Point-Tennemo. The total cost
of these studies was $49,000.

The studies were begun at different times to permit tak-
ing advantage of weather conditions and the traffic study
made at a time when more traffic would be available for
study but all were completed in the spring of 1952. Even
tho the studies revealed the cost estimates on three sites
and the traffic studies were made on the same three sites,
it was most interesting to find that the site having the low-
est estimated cost was also the site having the greatest po-
tential earning power from traffic tolls. This was the site at
Powell’s Ferry. The application was then made to the Corps
of Engineers for a public hearing which was advertised and
subsequently conducted by Col. Allen F. Clark, District
Engineer of the Memphis District, along with members of

his staff. The hearing was held in the Court House at Caru-
thersville on November 25, 1952, and the Bridge Commiss- |
ion held an executive session later in the offices of Ward & =

Reeves. Requests were discussed, said requests being from
Dyersburg that a hearing be held there. Col. Clark inform-
ed everyone that the law provides that the hearing be ad-
vertised, which was done, and that he had ne authority to
conduct another hearing. The Bridge Commission agreed to
hold a hearing at Dyersburg and this was done on Decem-
ber 11, 1952. The only evidence offered at this hearing was
the opinion of Dyersburg residents and that they wanted

the bridge at Cottonwood Point even though the Corps of
Engineers had stated repeatedly that the condition of the

banks and channel of the river would not permit them to

consider this site. Final Corps of Engineers approval of the
Powell's Ferry site was received August S, 1953. The ap-
proval states that construction must be completed within

three years and if not yet started or completed, the approy-
al could be extended. This approval has been extended
from time to time to the present date and the date now

shows 1965; this being the date the project must be started

on or before.

The study revealed the estimated cost as $12,352,000 and
revenue from traffic tolls would only finance about six and

one half million dollars. Many meetings were held in Jef-

ferson City and Nashville before the Highway Commissions . :
requesting supplemental funds only to find that the Mis-
souri Highway Commission had committed themselves to adh

ten-year program which would use every available dollar for
every fund possible including funds from the Bureay of

r
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Public " Roads for Primary Road construction. Tennessee was

not able to commit funds to the project as they were match-

ing evczy federal dollar possible on their highway system

and cgmd not divert any of their funds to our project.

Mr. Helm, Mr. Reeves, Mr. G. Wood Smith and the

iter appeared before the Reconstruction Finance Corpora-
txon in Washington requesting they purchase our bonds on
lo,ngjgerm financing, low interest rate plans and after a per-
iod of study, word was received that they would not be able
to grant the request but rather than have the records show
a refusal, it was suggested we withdraw the appllcatmn
W’hlﬁl was done.

Studies were made of the possibility of oxgamzmg a
County Bridge District in both Tennessee and Missouri for
the purpose of issuing bonds for the construction of the
bndge and it was learned no legal authority could be estab-
lished for this purpose. Meetings with the Highway Com-
mission of Missouri were held requesting an agreement
Pl’mdmg for the two states to supplement the needed
ﬁmds and the act be amended to provide that the states
wiﬂd be reimbursed for any suplemental annual payment
made by them after the tolls reached an amount in excess
oﬁ:the amount needed during any one annual period and by
contmumg the tolls after the bonds were retired for a per-
iqd of time to sufficiently repay the amount each state had
contnbuted during the entire life of the bonds issue. We
_ couid not find legal approval of this plan.

. While exploring every possible means of financing the
bndge project, we had the support of many, many people

~interested in the final accomplishment of the project but it
seemed that every where we turned we were confronted
with the fact that our project was of such terrific expense,
beyond the potential earning power from tolls, it was just
- not possible to finance the project. Qur consulting engi-
" neers called the attention of the Bridge Commission to the
- provisions to finance the project. Our consulting engineers
called the attention of the Bridge Commission to the provis-
_ ions of the Act creating the Commission and suggested that
~ efforts should be directed to increasing the potential earn-
- ing power by increasing the traffic flow in the area and that
the Act gives authority for the Bridge commission to own
and operate ferries in the area of the approved site and for
25 miles in each direction therefrom. g
It was suggested that the Bridge Commission might ac-
quire the ferries in the area, increase the number of ferries,
improved the services and thus attract additional traffic to
the area. This purpose might also be accomplished by im-
proving the highway systems on both sides of the river in
the general area to be served by a bridge in this area. Ef-
forts were then directed toward acquiring the Powell’s
Ferry at Caruthersyille first and thru the efforts of Mr.
Reeves and the full cooperation of Mr. Eric Taylor and his
" brothers we were able to secure an option on the Powell’s
Ferry. it must be recorded here that the Taylor brothers
always gave the fullest cooperation to traffic studies and
traffic counts at any time requested to do so. Such coopera-
tion has always received the highest praise of members of
the Tennessee-Missouri Bridge Commission. An option was
secured on the Tiptonville Ferry and the Cottonwood Point
Ferry at about the same time.
Attempts were made to secure financing of the ferries
under option but because of the high purchase price we
~ could not interest financing interests in buying revenue
bonds for this effort. After many conferences and discus-
sions, the owner of the Tiptonville Ferry proposed to sell
= the Bridg%{iommission his ferry and subsequent negotia-

tions resu in the issue of bonds which were taken as
payment fot the facilities and the Bridge Commission was
in business.!
b Thru the efforts of Mr. Fred Duschl, former owner of the
'/ ferry. the Commission purchased a new barge in order to
operate two fetries and the payment of this purchase was
made before retirement schedule started on the bonds.
Traffic was increased at this one point for a long period of
time until an accident took the life of one employee and
cost several thousands of dollars in repairs. This caused a
decrease in traffic for a long period of time. The continued
changing of the channel and the appearance of sand bars in
various places created difficulties in this ferry operation,
and after five years and little increase in traffic the facility
was returned to the former owner as it was apparent the
operation was not doing what was proposed and hoped for.
Even while operating the ferry, the commission discussed
financing plans at each monthly meeting. All services rend-
ered by members of the Bridge Commission in the opera-
tions of the ferry, as they continued exploring financing
plans, were without compensations to the members, and
the writer, who served as manager of the operations, was
the only person receiving any compensation at all, since he
lefi the Caruthersyille Chamber of Commerce for full time
_ duty with the ferry operation.

It should- be noted that personnel changes had been
- made in the Bridge Commission, some from death and
- others from expiration of terms of appointment. Dr. P. E.
~ Miller of Tigrett, N. W. Helm, chairman of Caruthersvyille.
- Judge M. R. Rowland of Caruthersville, S.L. Hunter, Sr.
of New Madrid and Jones Greet of Dyersburg have all
passed away after serving for many years on this project.
Former members still living at the time of writing this his-
tory are S. P. Reynolds, Caruthersville W. A. McCutcheon,
. Tiptonville, T. J. Walker, Dyersburg, and Dr. E. L. Spence,
~ Kennett, who served as chaxrman following the death of
Mr. Helm.
The present members are as follows: Chairman, Miller
- Everett, Obion, the only original member still on the Bridge
Commission; Vernon Forcum, Dyersburg; E.T. Palmer
- Dyersburg; James Lanier, Dyersburg, and Robert Sweatt,
 Ridgeley, all in Tennessee. Gordon S. Wright, Vice chair-
- man, Caruthersville; Crews Reynolds, Caruthersville; Joe
R. Tipton, Caruthersville; Tom F. Hunter, New Madrid and
S. Jones, Kennett, all in Missouri: The writer, J. F. Patter-
son, has served continously as Secretary and James M.
Reeves has served as Legal Consultant.

P

The Interstate System of Highways, consisting of 40,000
miles, was created about 1946 and efforts of Senator Albert
Gore of Tennessee to secure an additional 2,500 miles re-

sulted in only 1,000 miles being added. The Bridge Com-

mission supported Senator Gore in his efforts believing that
if 2,500 miles were added, our project might well be added
to the Interstate System. Following the addition of the
1,000 miles, the Bridge Commission, thru the cooperation

the Missouri Highway Department, made application for
approval of a route from 1-55 in Missouri, presently U. S,
61, to 1-40 in Tennessee, presently U. S. 70. Mr. Rex Whit.
ton, former Chief Engineer of the Missouri Highway De-
partment and now Administrator of the Bureau of Public
Roads, has always been interested in linking the states of
Tennessee and Missouri with a bridge since they are the
only states having the Mississippi River forming a bound-
ary between the states, that are not eonnected with one or
more bridges.

Unfortunately, the .application for Inxetstate mileage
could not be approved because the full progtam was not far
enough advance to accurately determine how many miles

1 would be available. He suggested that we not withdraw the
application but that it be left as a continuing application for
future consideration. This had the approval of the Highway
Commissioner of Tennessee and the Highway Commission
of Missouri. e
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i Bridge Commission

then began work on details which later the go ernor used

and direction of Mr. J. J. Corbett, then Chief Engineer of -

' of the General Assembly of the states of Tennessee and

" two states to dissolve the commission. The commission
; mnght be called upon on other projects of common interest

Wednesday, December 1, 1976 -

As the lnterstate ngram advanced it became apparent |
that from the many applications for additional mileage, ex-
treme care would be required in the allocation of what mile-
age remained in the 41,000-mile Interstate System. To this
end, an edict was h{ nded down by the late President John
F. Kennedy, that ali'changes requiring additional mlleagc.
must be cleared thru the President’s Office.

The late Senator Estes:Kefauver of Tennessee had been !
interested in the bridge project for many years and we had
been in correspondence and personal contact with him on |  ©
many of his visits to West Tennessee. He scheduled a A e
meeting in Washington with: Mr Whitton, the Administra-
tor of the Bureau of Public Roads, and requested members
of the Bridge commission, H:ghway Commission of Mis-
ouri, Commissioner of Highways of Tennessee and other
congressional members of the two states to attend the
meeting. Senator Kefauver insisted that the Bureau of Pub-
lic Roads could provide 50% of the ‘cost of the project from
federal funds despite the repeated declarations that the
Federal Code provides that the hureau of Public roads can-
not participate in the financing program of any project
other than those proposed and petated in financially by

-the Highway Departments of the States.

Following the meeting in Mr. Whitton's office, two mem-
bers of the Missouri Highway ission, the Chief Engi-
neer, Mr. Marvin Snider, and his Assistant chief Engineer,
Mr. Dick Curry, along with Mr. Gon on anh member of
the Bridge Commission, and the secmtary to the
Bridge Commission, were having a scussw of the pro-
blems confronting any group making'such an extended ef-
fort, and Mr. Snider then gave the solution to the financing
problems in one proposal. The proposﬂ was that Governor .4
John M. Dalton, who has always been ia strong supporter
and booster of the bridge project, would present a plan to ¢
the Governors of Illinois, Kentucky and Tennessee which, -
with their cooperation, could result in acceptance of
the proposal to link Missouri and Tennesseé with an Inter-
state Route. It was necessary that such a proposal be. kept -
confidential until all details could be worked" qut and qu =
ernor Dalton could have time to make certain rlmmgeme@ts i)

and agreements.
The following week Mr. Snider made the first move when

he secured a conference with Governor Daiton with the

posal. Governor Dalton gave full approval and\Mr. L J

in his arrangements and agreements.

The proposal was that Missouri would support lllmons rel- 3
ative to their desire to take the second place recommenda-
tions on the final location of an Interstate Route designated
as 1-24, PROVIDING it met the approval of the rnor of
Kentucky and the Governors would support the petition be-
fore the Bureau of Public Roads placing a link tweeng
Tennessee and Missouri on the Interstate System. TR

It is not possible to record here the number of man ous;'.:;
the engineering studies and the number of meetings 3]
conferences necessary to securing such an agreemmt

with the able engineering assistance of Mr. Snider, we can
now point with great pride to the final acceptance of their "
proposal by the Governors of Tennessee, Kentucky and TI- 7
inois.

During the many months of meétings and negotiations
Governor Dalton worked with former Governor Buford Ell /
ington of Tennessee and his successor, Governor Frank Cle-
ment; former Governor Combs and his successor Governor
E. T. Breathitt of Kentucky, and during the entire period of
time with Govern Otto Kerner of Illinois. While great com-
mendation is rightfully due Governor Dalton, without the
fullest cooperation of Governors of the states listed above,
the project could not have reached a successful conclusion
of acceptance by the Bureau of Pubkc Roads, even tho'
Administrator Rex Whitton had evgry desire to meﬂte final
acceptance of the proposal.

A meeting was arranged by Govemor Dalton for ﬁw four
Governors to meet with the late President John F.
Kennedy, Mr. Luther Hodges, Secretary of the Department
of Commerce, and Administrator Rex Whitton. President
Kennedy looked with favor on the proposal but there was
the difficulty of having such few miles left of the 41,000
miles in the Interstate System. Further studies were neces-
sary and while these were being made, the great tragedy
of the assassination of President Kennedy took place. For a
long period of time it was not possible to secure an appoint- =
ment with President L. B. Johnson, and the proposal pro- =
ponents just had to mark time. Finally an appointment was
scheduled and when the proposal was submitted to Presi- -
dent Johnson he was very interested. He requested certain
other items of information and when these were supplied
President Johnson gave his approval subject to the final ap-
proval of the Department of Commerce and the Bureau of
Public Roads, which were forthcoming shortly thereafter.
Final and official approval was announced on Tnesday,
August 18, 1964.

NOW, we have been asked repeatedly, when will con-
struction begin; where will be bridge be constructed; when
will it be completed; what will the cost be; will there be
tolls-and on and on. We offer the following facts as we
have determined them from conferences with Mr. Marvin
Snider, the Chief Engineer of the Missouri Highway De-
partment and the FATHER OF THE FINAL PROPOSAL

The Interstate System is schedufed for COMPLETEI‘!ON
IN 1972. This means that all parts must be COMPLETED
AND PAID FOR by this date. This project will take it's
place on the priority of construction of the Interstate Sy-
stem and we are not informed as to just when construction
may be started. It is assumed that this bridge will be con-
structed to Interstate Standards, which are four lane and
since all other Interstate System Highways are FREE, we
have no reason to think this would be a toll facility.

On September 14, 1964, the reptesentatwes of the High-
way Departments of Tennessee and M‘!ssmm ‘met for a dis-
cussion of procedure and to enter into agreement on super-
vision and cost participation. The apphcat%n for Interstate,
previously referred to in this document as being submitted
in January 1962, being still on file mththe Bureau of Pub-
lic Roads, was used for a starting point for the engineering
studies which are to begin in the immediate future after the
selection of consulting engineers to make the study. )

Actual site determination will be made after the studies
are completed, and a public hearing will necessarily be held
by the Corps of Engineers upon completetlon of the studies
and selection of site. -

We have been asked about the future of the Tennessee-
Missouri Bndge “Commission. The commission is a creation.

Missouri and the Acts would have to be repealed by the

in the future, by amending the Acts pmv:dmg add:tlonﬂl
powers and authority. E

The names of many, many people have been msetted in
this short history of the Bndge Proyect It is not possible to
name ALL who had a part in it and we would not want to
miss anyone, so we will close by saymg “IT HAS BEEN A
LONG TIME SINCE WE STARTED-BUT IT HAS BEEN
WORTH EVERY PENNY, TEAR, HEARTACHE DISAP~ \
POINTMENT AND JOY.”

- Prepared by J. F. Patterson for the
- Tennessee-Missouri. Bndge Commissil
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(Reprinted from The Democrat Argns August 23, 1946)

At the luncheon of the Rob,ry Club in this city Tuesday
evening, some time was devoted to a discussion of the
promotion -of a bridge across the Mississ:ppi River at this
point, which was proposed by Cecil Book, club president,

as a very worthwhile Mr. Book snggested that a-
project.

campaign be launched by interesting all service clubs in the
SEMOareaandthatﬂmybeastedtoconuctpmper
officials in Washington, mcludmg our lawmakers in
Congress, as soonaspossible

s Most members believed the pto;ect feasible and that this

would be an appropriate time to undertake it, and most
seemed to lean to the proposal that it be made a federal
state undertaking, rather than thmgh a bond issue or
constutction by a. pnva&e corporation. Being about halfway
between the two mearest structures (Cairo and Memphls)
andsetvmgagreatmritoryon each side of the river, the
need for a bridge somewhere in this section is readily
appatent.

Some believed that much snpport for a bridge at this

‘Hands Across The Rive
Committee to push brid

{Reprinted from The Democrat Argus, September 20, 1946)

Sixty-five business and political leaders of Southeast
Missouri and West Tennessee met Sunday afternoon,
September 15, in the directors’ room of the First Citizens

e-SmBmthBymrmhﬂ»Muf
River here, Representatives from Caruthersville, Wardell,

Hayti, Portageville, Kennett and Poplar Bluff, Mo.
gathered with representatives from Jackson, Ridgely, and
Dyersburg, Tennessee, to discuss plans, methods of
procedure, etc. in conmection with the bridge project. A few

gentlemen from this city, including Mayor W. D. Byrd,

Owen H. Ferris, Jas. T. Ahern, Bill Wilson and Cecil
Book, met earlier with Fred Childress, president of the
Dyersburg Junior Chamber of Commerce; Vern Forcum,
Chairman of the Dyersburg Bridge Committee; and Hugh
A. Sawyer, secretary of the Dyersburg Chamber of
Commerce, for the ‘parpose of planning the agenda of the
conference.

Aﬁer:naddzﬁsnfmlcome by Mayor Hamner of
Dyersburg, Charles G. Ross, president of the Caruthersville
Chamber of Commerce, was introduced and took temporary
charge of the meeting. Wssman Orville T. Zimmerman
of Kennett spoke of this point being a natural crossing of
the river and stated that “We shounld have this bridge,”
also assuring the meeting that he would do everything he
could to further plans forit.

Congressman Jerry Cooper, representing the West
Tennessee district said, “‘It has been the hope and dream
that we might have better facilities for greeting our
neighbors across the river through construction of a bridge.
With a bridge linking the two states,”” he continued, “‘we

i can visualize progress and development that would come to

this great section of eeuxﬂzy qm completion of such a
project.”’
J. C. Mg Callen, district enm for the Tennessee State
Highway Commission, siated that the commission would

~ cooperate to the fullest extent. Paul Jones of Kennett,

chairman of the Missouri m Commission, said he
could not commit the commission as a whole, but felt that

' its members would cooperate in any way possible.

S, P. Reynolds of Camﬂmﬁg, pioneer river and levee

- empineer here, gave a very complete account of the
_development of Southeast Missouri and West Tennessee

during the past fifty years. He proposed as alternate sites
crossing of the river at Tennemo or Boothspoint, Tenn., in
the vicinity of Caruthersville, thus connecting the two
national highways, Number 61 on the west side of the river
and Number 5 on the Tennessee side. Also by linking the
east-west highway through N ‘on the east side with
Number 84 and its reciprocal mﬂiﬁssoun, a direct
route through to Poplar Bluff and comnection with
Missouri’s east-west Numbsirld 60 would be established. In
adlﬂﬂan. Mtr. Reynolds .

Santhm Kentucky would be w ,,!hto the ‘“‘overall

the rivenhuﬁer

Senator B

(nep:hm}‘m The Democrat Argu, er 11, 1946)
U. S. Senator Frank P. Briggs, 8 = this year for

election ﬁﬁ post on the , spoke quite

briefly_ lt.  American Legion Fait evening, also

remaining over and visiting the fair Sundas

Perh, “highest’ highlight of in the minds
of local s was his unqualified &uiement of the
Ovemn cure a bridge across ¢ "m here, and

. his pledge pduce legislation in providing for
the cons immedistely upon ﬂuemnmg of that
body ag . Briggs also took n to promise his
continued ération in behalf of the m farmer. (He

[ o

' (Reprinted from The Republican, August 3, 1

, Mnon.

Two or three years ago The Republican sug
bridge across the Mississippi River would
territory in Western Tennessee to Ca
Southeast Missouri and Northeast Arkansas [
There was some interest shown at that time |
apparantly died aborning.

This week a group of local citizens have
of securing a bridge here and have suggested
is entirely within the realm of possibility.

On July 26, the President signed bills auf
building of three free bridges, two in M,'
another across the Black River in Arkans:
morning The Commercial Appeal carried a ney
the House had passed a bill, known as the :
Arkansas Bridge Bill, authorizing construction
traffic span across the Mississippi at Memphis,

Another recent story stated that a bridge was
across the Mississippi River at Chester, Iil.

point would be from citizens in the west
Tennessee and in Northeast Arkansas as well

service clubs and leading citizens in those
contacted and their active interest obtained. :
Clubs committee, comprising the heads of the various civic
and service clubs here, was suggested, w!ﬁi;’&ﬂi a
committee to begin an active campmgn among all civic
bodies, Chambers of Commerce, etc., in the area affe
with such future plans to be worked out as earl
s '

T The recent ferry disaster on the river here has
attentxon on the greater safety which a traffic b id
furnish and it was pointed out that such a mlshxp
could have occurred last year when President man
crossed the Mississippi on the ferry at thi
Principally, however, the linking of east and west
here, which serve a great area on both sides of the s
direct highway connection with the atom bomb pla:
Ridge, Tenn., etc. were urged as the greatest cf
the need of such a facility.

A permanent organization to pursue the undertakin;
set up following report by & nominating comn te
‘comprising Messss. J. A. Hamner, Dyersburg mayor, &nd

mﬂudcnd]}yenburg.mdA B. Rhodeés and Jas. T.
Ahern of Caruthersville. This ‘‘Hands Across the River”
committee is headed by Chas. G. Ross. prendentofthe

secretaries. Membership of the comxmtteeﬁ!m be composed
of the various civic and service clubs in the two areas,
probably largely the heads of the various groups. The
committee’s first step was to instruct the two secretaries to
begin enlisting the support of ‘‘every civic organization
(and interested citizen) on both sides of the river.

Among the delegation from the Missouri side were
Mayor W. D, Byrd; Chas. G. Ross, president of the
Chamber of Commerce, Cecil Book, president of the Rotary
Club; Bill Wilson, president of the Jumior Chamber of
Commerce; Jas. T. Ahern, representing the American
Legion; Owen H. Ferris, the then acting secretary of the
Chamber of Commerce, all of this city. Paul Jones and
Orville Zimmerman, of Kennett, chairman of the State
Highway Commission and representative in Congress from
this district respectively; Joe Merva, secretary of the Poplar
Bluff Chamber of Commerce; Jim Merideth, local attorney,
and Frank Steelman, from Portageville; and numerous
others from this city and elsewhere.

The east side delegation included Noel Riley, mayor of
Ridgely; Damon Jeadon, West Tennessee political leader;
O. B. Locklear, president of the Dyersburg Rotary Club;
Fred Childress, ptesident of the Dyersburg Junior Chamber
of Commerce; A. L. Ward, representing the Dyersburg
Kiwanis Club; K W. Rogers, Jr., representing the
Veterans of Foreign Wars in Dyersburg; J. A. Hamner,
mayor of that city; J. C. Mc Callen, representing the State

 Commission, and various others.
mwﬁorabddgemﬁﬁamalscomngtobe
alarly felt in the resumption of post war traffic and in

abs of any river crossing other than ferries from
o, II.I., south to Memphis. Sach a project has been
I , at least talked of, several times in the past, and
it",hb? seems that with the concentrated effort and the

at interest shown on both sides of the river some
ite actions can be looked fot in the near future. There
ips has never been 2 movement in this area which has
had better cooperation evinced on the part of all interests

:ﬁiahthmthisundmﬁngfmdnhasbeenadopted
i ;gammpropctbynﬂdvkbodieshere-metwo

of Commerce, the Rotary and Kiwanis Clubs,

'ﬂnc‘tmthersvﬂle Chamber of Commeme has offered to

Actua clearing house for all information and correspond-
it m concerning the project, Floyd (Pat) Patterson, newly
: ﬂlp‘hyed executive secretary, suted Monday

Mwas instrumental in secunhs what farmers deem a
- proper price peg for cottonseed and linters.)

His talk was scarcely a political one, giving scant
m&m to the claims of his ngoimbﬂt mlmng very
b‘mx the political situation and P g for a continuance
of Democratic administration of national affairs, with a
‘Congress which will act with instead of opposing the

- President in the great work of postwar reconstruction and

the attainment of a proper and lasting peace.

His cngagement here was the last ofia tour which had
“hﬂl Mr. Briggs over much of southern and Southeast
Mfmnn during the previous week.

i

.
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There is no bridge across the Mississippi River in this
section between Cairo, IIl., and Memphis, Tenn., and the
western part of Tennessee is cut off by the river from
Southeast Missouri and Northeast Arkansas, although there
are several ferries operating in this territory. It is the
contention of this group of citizens that Caruthersville is
geographically located for a bridge and the construction of
such a bridge would open a vast territory, not only for this
city, but also Southeast Missouri.

The idea of a bridge here is well worth more than just
thinking about and this group believes that the citizens of
this city are willing to devote their energies to such a
project until they are sure that all resources have been
exhausted before it is dropped.

The Republican has been advised that members of the
8roup expect to appear before local service clubs and
expound their ideas on the project. Also they expect to
approach our sister cities in this section for their
cooperation.

INTERSTATE
TENNESSEE

09

Rotary Club President
Cecil Book

highway commission in that state, their representatives in
Congress, and so on. Representatives from Blytheville and
perhaps other points in Arkansas also are expected to
attend.

It is hoped to cultivate sentiment in behalf of a bridge
over a wide territory in these two states especially, with a
view of promoting the building of a bridge, through
sponsorship of the highway departments, aided by federal
money, to the end that it may be a free span. This is
considered to be much preferable over the one other plan -
construction by private capital; with collection of tolls until
the money is paid back, and it is believed just as nearly

Community meetings held

(Reprinted from The Democrat-Argus, Sept. 13, 1946)

Cecil Book, president of the Rotary Club, announced at
the meeting of the club Tuesday evening that conferences
had been held the past week, among heads of the various
civic and service groups in this city and that arrangements
had been made for a meeting next Sunday, September 15,
with similar community leaders at Dyersburg, Tenn., all in
behalf of promotional work for conmstruction of a bridge
across the Mississippi River here. Attending the meeting
would be representatives of various civic groups in this city,
in Hayti, and elsewhere in this area; Paul Jones, chairman
of the State Highway Commission, of Kennett; Orville
Zimmerman of Kennett, congressman from this district;
and others. In the Tennessee area it was expected to
assemble & similar group, including the chairman of the

—
- —-_»&WW

feasible. Each plan would require a special act of Congress,
but it is believed the federal government should favor a
bridge here or at some nearby point, since a linking of the
highways of the two states would be considered a great aid
to transportation at any time and particularly should war
needs again become paramount at some future time.

Great encouragement of the project has been encoun-
tered wherever the matter has been brought up for
discussion, Mr. Book stated, not onmly in this immediate
vicinity, but in all pomts in this state and in Tennessee.
Caruthersville generally is considered to be the logical point
for such improvement, since there is no bridge at any point
from Cairo south to Memphis and well developed highway
systems traversing Missouri and Tennessee thus would be
inseparably linked.

;
’

From The Employees At

BAKER TRACTOR
COMPANY

Highway 84 W.

333-4242

To the many individuals who made it
possible for the construction of the F155]

Mississippi River Bridge to be completed.
We appreciate your hard work and
congratulate your fine achievement.
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Jaycee Bootheel Council thre '

FEEEEE e Ty

Wy

FEEEERFETEE RS

¥

LB

{Reprinted from The Democrat Argus, October 25, 1946)

Junior Chambers of Commerce in Southeast

ing through their central organization,
el Council, have thrown their weight
in ad the proposition of procuring a bridge
ippi River here, through a resolution in
ously adopted at the most recent meeting
the counci! at New Maand, Copies of the resolution were
forwarded to representatives in Congress, to the President
and pther officials in Washington, while the story of its
ntion was submitted through press releases to the
principal newspapers in this section, also to the publication
of the State Junior Chamber of Commerce,

The resoluiion is as follows:

“Whereas, various Civic Organizations in Southeast
Missouri and West Tennessee are making a concerted
effort to secure a FREE BRIDGE across the Mississippi
River at or near Caruthersville, Missouri; and

““Whereas, the young men of Southeast Missouri have
never been satisfied to stand still, but are pledged to
support every project which will benefit this section of our
State; and

““Whereas, there is a dire need for such a bridge at this
point because of the following reasons:

‘1. The archaic method of crossing the river by ferry is
holding back the development of Southeast Missouri.

‘2. A bridge at Caruthersville would give us an outlet for
a faster flow of agricultural products to the East and would
assure industrial development of this entire section, both of
which are necessary if we are to continue progressing.
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*‘3. The recent ferry tragedy at Caruthersville would not
be repeated.

“4. Our national security would be strengthened, as
there is no bridge across the Mississippi River at present
from Cairo, Hlinois, to Memphis, Tennessee.

**5. The proposed bridge would open up 2 dlrect route to
the Atomic Bomb plant at Oak Ridge, Tenn.’

“hs The Ozark section of Missouri would have an
‘increase in tourists because of the direct route from all
points east of Caruthersville.

““7. Southeast Missouri and West Tennessee tepresent
two of the most densely populated agricultural sections of
the Nation, needing travel and commerce outlets.

““Now therefore be it resolved by the Jaycee Bootheel
Council in regular meeting assembled, that to help secure a
FREE BRIDGE across the Mississippi River at or near
Caruthersville, the following give this project their active
support and influence: . The President of the United States;
the Governor of the State of Missouri; the Senators from
the State of Missouri; the Representative from the Tenth
Congressional District of the State of Missouri and the
Missouri Highway Commission.

“‘Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be
transmitted to each of the above and that copy hereof be
given to the press for publication.”

The Bootheel Council comprises Junior Chambers in
eleven towns in Southeast Missouri, including Caruthers-
ville, Hayti, Steele, New Madrid, Kennett, Malden,
Campbell, Sikeston, Cape Girardeau, Dexter, and Poplar
Bluff. The council has a strong conviction that much good
_can be attained for all Southeast Missouri and for its

Chamber to renew efforts

" (Reprinted from the Democrat Argus, November 26, 1948)

A meeting of the board of directors of the Caruthersville
Chamber of Commerce was held last week, presided over
‘by President Leonard Shade, where the principal item for
discussion was a resumption of the effort to secure a bridge
across the Mississippi River here. This ‘project was taken
up a year or so ago and in conjunction with similar civic
bodies in nearby Tennessee was explored as far and as
successfully as at that time seemed possible to do.

At the recent meeting a report was presented by the
Chamber secretary, Pat Patterson, showing that the bill

changing the period for payment of revenue bonds issued
for such structures was passed near the time of

adjournment of the last session of Congress aad was signed
by President Truman on last May 25. The bill enlarges the
maximum time of payment of such bonds from 20 to 30
years, the former time limit having been applicable when
activites toward such a promotion were underway here.

Changing this period of amortization will enable the local
project to be bonded for quite a lot more money. Secretary
Patterson stated that it could have been at the time a
survey was made and a preliminary report issued by the
engineering firm of Sverdrop & Parcel. At -that time it was
not known, of course, that the act would be passed during
the session of the 80th Congress, so the report was made
according to the law pertaining at the time.

N. W. Helm, member of the Chamber’s bridge
committee, stated that there are several contributing factors
to be considered in this project and that this community
stands a better chance of securing the bridge now that ever
before, because of changes anticipated which will affect
these factors involved. While there are a great many
hurdles remaining, the board of directors took renewed
courage in the situation and it was announced at the
meetmg that the bridge project will receive major emphasis
in the Chamber’s program of activities for 1949.

House of Representatives

approvgs the “Bridge Bill”

{Reprinted from The Democrat Argus, Jul) 8, 1949)

Another step toward completion of the bridge project was
taken last Thursday afternoon, June 30, when the Missouri
House of Representatives passed Senate Bills 153 and 154.
These bills were first introduced in the Senate, passed
unanimously, and then were sent on to the House for vote.

There had never been any opposition to the bills but the

natter of petting them on the House agenda was another
it undertaking, since the Legislature was
ot to complete its work and adjourn last
: "”‘.ﬂ'axl\' a:sti'"ed everyone interested in
f  everyihing possible to get

Delbert Harper, member of the
ber of the Chamber, met with
Senator John Noble in
in the gallery of the House
2 the passage of the bills at 2:15 in the
re wereé 122 members of the House present
h vote was cast favorably for the legislation.

‘u y had the support of representatives from
¥ Scott, New Madrid, Cape and Stoddard counties,
who spf}kc in behalf of the bills. After the discussions were
over, the vote was called for and this is when the fun
started, as over 100 green lights showed momentarily on
the voting boards, dencoting votes against the bills.
Immediately then the votes were changed to red, indicating
upanimous approval by the 122 men in attendance. This bit
of side-play on the part of the representatives caused quite
a lot of excitement and it required about three minutes for
the Speaker of the House to get things under control again

cmained

"

for the continuation of business.

The enactment of this legislation now paves the way for
the appointment of the Missouri-Tennessee Bridge Com-
mission by the governors of the two states involved. Public
announcement of the commission will be made as soon as
possible, since the group can become active immediately,
working on several items of business while the bills are:
receiving the approval of Congress.

Many have asked why the bills must be ratified by
Congress and why they are not sufficient with the
enactment of the legislation by the two states. The reason
is that the bills have been written making the interest on
the bonds tax exempt and this clause in the biils demands
ratification by Congress. The Commission can be busy on
preliminary .details pending the approval of the bills by
Congress, since the financing of the project will come at a
later date after site, cost, etc. are determined.

The cost of the commission meetings and work will of
necessity be borne by the local Chamber of Commerce and
the Dyersburg Chamber until the financing of the project is
conpleted, at which time thcse two organizations can be
reimbursed from total; financing. This necessity of
additional funds for the local chamber can be met only by
members paying their 1949 memberships immediately and
others who have never been members joining hands with
all other citizens of this community to secure the fulfillment
of a dream that few have believed could become a reality.

If the people of Caruthersville really want this project to
be completed, now is the time for them to give their fullest

support.

We’d like to welcome Western Tennessee

customers to the Bootheel area and salute

everyone’s hard work, dedication, and

caring in the construction of the

I-155 Mississippi River
Bridge.

Kennett
National Bank

805 1st 888-9051
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members through association and participation of
g men in the vatious communities and they are
d to support all movements deemed beneficial to the
: = building of a free bridge here to link the areas

ARTIST'S CONCEPTION-This is an artist's design of
a bridge similar to the one to be built near Caru-

thersville.

The design is from the Missouri State Highway

Commission office.

By J. F. (Pat) Patterson, former secretary of the Chamber
of Commerce
{Reprinted from The Democrat Argus, October 28, 1949)

At last the bridge bills have passed Congress. It has

been said by many that the speed with which we have
worked in getting legislation through the legislatures of two
states and then approved by the Congress of the United
States has been phenominal. We had the bills prepared by
the director of the Legislative Research Department in
Jefferson City early in March of this year, and since that
time we have been able to secure enough support to get the
legislation completed in every respect. President Truman
will have signed the bills by the time you read this and this
will give legal existence to the Tennessee-Missouri Bridge
Commission as appointed by the governors of the two
states.
~ Many people have Called and otherwise discussed the
next steps to be taken in the project. A meeting of the
Commission is being arranged, to be held next week, at
which time discussions will be entered into as to procedure
to follow in the days to come. It is apparent that the site
- will need to be selected as quickly as possible. After the
‘site has been established, a complete survey will be made
_ to establish the overall cost of the project. When the cost
_ has been established, & more comprehensive traffic study
© will be made available to all bond and finance houses
_ interested in the purchase of the revenue bonds. Then

; comes the selling of the bonds, after which contracts can be

We are happy to

congratulate your area

Bridge.

salute you!
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east and west of the rlvet ﬁ, in their opinion, one of the
best movements for in and progress of the two
sections which could be devised, hence they do not hesxtate
to “‘speak out" in its behalf,

let for construction.

It has not taken you long to read the above procedure.
Please do not think it can all be done as fast as you it.
We Would not hazard a guess as to the time it will req!
to complete the project, but we will suggest that it may be
from one to two years before construction can begin. On
first thought this sounds like a long time, but when one
stops to consider how long we have done without a bridge,
the time is very short. Also when one stops and thinks how
long Memphis and other cities have been in their planning
and negotiations, it is not a long time. Memphis started -
with the act creating their commission in 1939. They have
been pushing construction since 1945. Their total cost will
run close to 20 million dollars. OQur anticipated cost will not
run more than half that much. Arkansas and Tennessee ..
spent several hundred thousands of dollars in gtpmoﬁm of
their project. Wehavespentfulessthantenthong_l_l;d,

We make these comparisons to show the magnitude of
the work yet to do. All of this work has taken money and all
yet to do will take more money. The commission has no
means of financing its activites except the contributions of
the interested citizens of this city and territory. Many
people may not care to support the Chamber of Commerce
for any of its other activities but may wish to contribute
toward the bridge project. This may be done by making
checks payable to the Chamber or the president of the
Commission. After we have gone this far, it would be mosi
tragic if we failed to support the project to its completion.
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Construction of the
155 Mississippi River
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access to the |
: "iBo'othe'er area
from Western
Tennessee. .

Shoppers can
travei to our area ,
quczkly and
conuemently So

come on over and
enloy our stores

BABKOVITZ

- DEPT.

STORE
316 E. Main
¢ Hayn
e 3

"FAMOUS
SHOP
305 Ward




=22

~ The Democrat-Argus.

A meeting of the Tennessee-Missouri Bridge Commission

" was held at the Majestic Hotel in this city on Monday of

this week, with all its members present excepting Dr. P. E.
Miller of Dyersburg, who was ill, and with N. W. Helm of

bridge and methods of financing the project will be

_discussed.

Present at this meeting wefe Messrs. G. Wood Smith,

- vice president of the engineering firm of Sverdrup &
+ Parcel, and Frank Cutler, his assistant; also Jas. M. Reeyes -
- of the law firm of Ward & Reeves of this city. Mr. Cutler

_has been making a preliminary survey of the several

Marchl4, '52 last day for soundiné"’bids '

- (Reprinted from The Democrat Argus, March 14, 1952)

Today, March 14, is the last day set by the

- Tennessee-Missouri Bridge Commission for receiving bids

for soundings along the river-at this place to determine
the probable depth of piers and the best site for
construction of the proposed bridge here. Since placing
advertisements for bids, there have been nine requests for
information on plans and specifications, Pat Patterson,
‘secretary of the Commission, stated Saturday, which

~ indicates a considerable interest in the project on the part

of construction firms - widespread interest, since some of
the inquiries came from points as far away as Memphis, St.

possible sites for the bridge and he states if thie Tiver stage
permitted he will be able to start the %%lﬂ' detailed
surveys soon. R

It is antjcipated. according to Pat Patte )
the commission, that a committee from the Bot

- this city, ; : o i Gov. Forrest Smith in Jefferson Cit soon, 2 ich time a
Byl c;'am“a“. of the commission, presiding. Plans meeting will be held with the Missouti Highwa
e for certain future meetings, when the site of the Commission for a discussion of the project, Also. a “mg

later a conference is planned to be held in Nashville with
Gov. Browning of Tennessee and the commissioner of

“highways in that state, E. W. Eggleston. =~

'Ever_y__ eff_'orﬁ is being made by the Commission to locate
the site' and complete the financing of the bridge at the
earliest possible date, Patterson said, in the hope that
actual construction can start early next year.

Louis, Nashville and even from Chicago and Cineinati.

If suitable offers can be had it is anticipated that a
contract will be let by the Commission at an early date in
order to facilitate progress. Specifications call for the work
of making the soundings to be completed wittlxi_n 30 days
after acceptance of the bid and the Comission is anxious to
secure the information the borings will give it so cost
estimates can be completed. 3’

Early completion of cost estimates, Patterson said, will
enable the Commission to proceed with the financing of the
project - and when financing is completed he said
construction can be started with little delay.
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| Bridge construction to startin’51

~ (Reprinted from The Democrat Argus, May S, 1950)

Engineers’ Drawings of Proposed New Bridge

“&oo: Horiz. cleor:
59.7" Verr. c/eor:

800’ Horiz. c/eor

. ‘cq‘nm_t 5

BRIDGE PLANS--Here are two sketches by the
U.S. Engineers, Memphis Office, showing a loca-
tion map and 2 bridge map of the proposed two-
lane span over the Mississippi just north of Caru-
thersville. When built the bridge will connect Lake

- County, Tenn., with Caruthersville, joining High-
way 84 just west of this city. A recent communica-
tion, published in this paper, state the engineers

- planned to present the plans to higher authority
for approval soon. Financing the structure is the

next big hurdle of the Bridge Commission.

. 5800°_LONG
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Proposes 8r/ fo be ot
Rtver rite 869c.

The Opening
Of TheI-155
Mississippi

River Bridge

" BICTURED ABOVE ARE mbembers of the Mapleview
" Community Club in their Bicentennial costumes. Front row

[et’'s move
“onward and
upward to
insure a better
future for
everyone.

Compliments of

left to right; Mrs. Truman Hicks, Mrs. -C. A. Joliff, and
Mrs. 3. T. Martin. Back tow; Mgs. L. E. Ross, Mrs. Tony
m' Mirs. Bessie Wright, Mfs:: [Dy Lindsey, Mrs' 9“0
Bond, Mrs. H. L. Sudduth, Miss Glendene Tomilson, and
Mrs. Bert Richardson. Members of the club who are not
pﬁtﬂfeﬂnre; Mrs. w- M. Gm‘{MX‘S. H‘ J. Wade’ Mrs.
Dave Wilkerson,. Mrs. 0. R. Crow, Mrs. Edwin Bruton,

‘and Mrs. L. E. Bingenheimer.

Mapleview

Community Club

[
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DEDICATED
TO DOING
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- Good For Us..
Good For You

Looking forward to your retirement? Good for you! Need
help planning retirement security? Good for us! Plan now
so you can spend your retirement foot-loose and fancy-free.
Our officers are. thoroughly knowledgeable about the new
laws covering the Individual Retirement Account. So if
you're self-employed or your company doesn't have a
retirement plan, come in and discuss our tax-exempt
retirement fund. You'll leave here in a happy state of mind.
_Good for us, for providing what’s good for you.

Progress!

\\

NATIONAL
BANK

Sikeston., Mo.

MULKEY'S
Service Center

105 E. 5th

Motor Facility
333-1168

Main Facility
210 S. Kingshighway

Kingsway Mall
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