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THE WHEELING AND BEIMONT BRIDGE COMIANY WAS CHARTERED IN /8/6 BY THE STATE OF VIRGINIA IN ANTICIFATION oF THE CONSTRUCTION
OF THE MNATIONAL ROAL (AFPPROXIMATELY ROUTE 40 TOLAY) THROUGH WHEELING IN [/B20. THE COMPBANY HOPED T0 BRIDGE THE OHIO
RIVER BEFORE THE ROAD WAS COMPLETED, BUT IT WAS NOT UNTIL [BBT THAT A CLOVERED BRIDGE (WS CONSTRULTED OVER THE
WESTERN CHANNEL BETWEEN WHEELING [SLAND AND THE OHIO SHORE, WHERE THE cITY OF BRIPSE PORT , OHIO, Now LIES. THE -
WHEELING SUSFENSION BRIDEE OVER THE EASTERN CHANNEL WAS NoT~ COMPLETEL UNTIL 1850,

THE COVEREDL PBRIPDGE WAS REPLACED N (892 BY THE FRESENT STRUCTURE , BUILT ORIGINALLY T2 CARRY BOTH HIGHWAY ANb ELEC-
TRIC - RAILWAY TRAFFIC. THE CONSTRUETION OF THE BRIPGEPORT BRIDGE WAS OVERSEEN BY ENG/NEER WILHELM HILDENBSRANS,

WHo 15 BEST KNOWN FOR HIS WORK ON THE BROOKLYN BRIDGE UNPER WHN ROEBLING AND FOR HiE RECONSTRUC IION OF

THE COVINGTON AND CINCINNAT! BRIDGE. THE BRIDGEFPORT BRIPGE WAS PBUILT FOR THE WHEELING ANP BELMONT BRIPGE com-
PANY BY THE WROUSHT IRON BRIDGE COMFANY OF CANTON, HIO, WHICH S0Lb BRIPGES oF STANDARD FESIGN THROUGH CATA -
LOGUVES. THE BRIDEE WAS PURCHASEL BY THE CITY OF WHEELING FROM THE WHEELING AND BELMONT BRIPGE COMPANY
IN [941. SINCE (942, IT HAS BEEN OWNEL BY THE STATE, AND MAINTAINED BY THE STATE RoALD CoMMISSION oF WEST

VIRGINIA. UNTIL IT WAS SOLD 70 THE CITY, TOLLS WERE COLLECTEL FOR THE USE OF THE BRIDEE,

THE THROUVGH TRUSS PRIPGE CONS/5TE OF THREE MODPIFIEL BOWSTRING STEEL TRUSS SFPANS, SUPFORTEL ON Two ABUTMENTS
AND TWO FIERS OF STONE MASONRY. EXCEFT FOR THE REPLACEMENT , IN /950, OF THE FARTIALLY TIMBER ROAPWAY BY ONE
OF STEEL GRATING, THE STRUZTURE HAS REMAINED VIRTUALLY UNCHANGEL S/NCE /B93.

THE BRIDGEPORT BRIDGE STANPS AS A REMINDER OF THE 'STATE OF THE ART! OF ONE SORT OF BRIPGE BUILDING AT
THE END OF THE CENTURY. 176 LES/GN [6 REFRESENTATIVE OF HUNOREDS OF RAILROAL ANDL HISHWAY BEILGES ScATTER-
BL THROUSHOUT THE COUNTRY. STEEL WAS WELL ON 115 WAY 10 COMPLETELY FREFLACING WROUSHT /RON AS THE FRIMARY
STRUCTURAL MATERIAL , ANEL SPFPECIALIZATION CHARACTERIZEY THE COMPANIES AND THE ENGINEERS WHO CONSTRUCTED ANEL
PESIGNED BRIDGES. |

THIS SURVEY, CONDUETEL By THE HIBTORIC AMERICAN ENGINEERING RECORD (HAER) , 15 PART OF A LONG-RANGE FROGRAM
TO COMPLETE INVENTORIES OF THE 50 STATES, ANP INCLUPES A GROUP OF HISTORICALLY S/GNIFICANT ENGINEERING STRUCTURES IN
THE BSTATE OF WEST VIRGIN/IA. THE SURVEY WAS SFPONSoREP BY THE NATIONAL FARK SERVIEE (HAER); THE WEST VIRGINIA LEFART -
MENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES ] AND THE DEFPARTMENT OF CIVIt ENGINEERING , WEST VIRGINIA UNIVERSIT Y.

THE FIELD WORK , WRITTEN PATA , MEASUREL DPRAWINGS , HISTORICAL INVENTORY, ANE PHOTOGRAFPHS PRODUCEPL PURING THE SUMMERF
OF (179 WERE FPREFAREL UNDER THE GENERAL PIRECTION OF DWUGLAS L GRIFFIN , CHIEF , HAER , ANC DONALL E. SACKHE/M,
HISTORIAN, HAER , WITH KATHLEEN HOEFT (LoLUumMBIA UNIVERSITY) AS FROJEZT SUPERVISOR , AND PR. EMORY KEMP (LEFARTMENT
OF cllViL ENGINEERING , WEST VIRGINIA UNIVERSITY) AS FPROJECT ADVISOR. THE SURVEY TEAM CONS/STED OF BAVID VAN TASSEL,
HISTORIAN (GEORGE WASHINGTON UNILERSITY.), LY ANN SIMS, STUPENT HISTORAN (GEORG/A TECHNICAL /NSTITUTE); STEFHEN FAWRS , ARCH /-
TECT (KANSAS STATE UMVERS/TY ); MARTIN GREENBERG , ARCHITECT (FPRATT (NSTITUTE) ; AN ROBERT MEPEN, AKCHITECT (KENT
STATE UMIVERSITY ). THE FORMAL PHOTOGRAFHY WAs BYy  W/ILLIAM EDPMUND BAERRETT.

DRAWN BY: ROBERT MEDEN , KATHLEEN HOEFT 1174
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