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Wainut Sfreet Bridge is @ Fraft -fruss span that crossed — ——— | T ' — Tt recording project 1s part of the Hisforic American b Gk
Saucon Creek on the west side of Hellerfown, Fennsylvania. 7 / : v * o Engineering Record (RALR), Natwnal fark Service./f is & e
Charles N. Becke/ fabricated it af fus faﬂw{y ) founo’/‘y on =7 — A R A /aﬂy "range program fo document /)/sfor/ca/{y significant 2«
Jand Island in nearby Bethlehem. Beckel was & master 3 4 i engineering and ndustrial works in the United Sfafes é"
foundryman who stvdied bridge design with the engineer ' P ] a =
francis C Lowthorp of Trenton , New Jersey. e employed \ ennsylvani The Cast-and Wrought-lron Bridges Recording Froject was
Lowthorp's pafented elements in many of his spans , Pittsbu rgh cosponsored in 199/ by the fhstoric American Lngineering

Hellertown

nclvaing the Wainut Street Bridge. Record and the West Virgima Universify Institute for 7he

History of Technology and hdustrial Archaeology. Freldwork,
measured drawings, historical reports, and phofographs

i
The bridge is 8 56~ [foof , 5-panel through-truss span. The OHIO /i ~ Philade lphza

cast ~iron yoper chords and tall web posts flare fo their - M N were prepared under fhe general direction of Dr. fobertJ
mydpornts to res/st buckling under compressive forces. The B _ Kqosch, Chief, HABS/HALR ; Eric N. Delony, Chef and >
cast ~iron, continvous , deck beams cantiever fo one side fo WEST b Frincppal Architect, HALR j Emory Kemp, Director, Insti- =
carry & pedestrian walk. Although cast-iron is not normally VIRGINIA % ,,/ fute for the History of Technology and Industrial Archae - E
used in beams because of its ow fensile sfrength, Becke/ “3 %% / / ology; and Dean Herrin, TAER S1aff Historian, | Ly
designed his with refinements that successfully withstood Walnut St reet | ﬁ@ %@'{ N T
load's, without the help of modern stee/ I ~beams, for over Bridee !l L e The Recording Team consisted of Christine Ussler (Archifecture . T
70 years. He flared the ypper and lower flanges from ends g N =4 ED ﬁ llert & Facully, Letigh Universityl Architect and Field Supervisor, 5
fo cenfer to beifer resist bending and stiffened The webs N\ eliertowny Christine Theodoropulos , P.E. (Architecture Faculty ] b
with raised ridges e N . - Calfornia State Folytechnic University, Fomonal; Wayne slé
—-/ VIRGINIA N : Chang (University of Nofre Damel, Momka Korsos SIG5 ¢
Wainut Street Bridge probably dales from the early N l‘_ (Technical University of Budapest, Hungary, US//C0/MAS), N
/860 s and was moved fo the s/te near Hellerfown i - Architectural Techmicians ; Rober! W, Hadlow ( Was/z/ﬂgfon 2 i
/1877, In 1570, NO/‘?‘/)Q/??pfO/? COU/?fy rep/aced it with a Slte Mdp 5 0/‘; /ﬁ&é?gagfon7?/er JSavcon Cr?ek " State U/?/VEI‘S/fy/ : William C/?meef//)?, PF ,/7'/3/0/"/;9/75,' g :ﬂ— gé
re/nforced -concrefe deckqirder span. At present, the P 5,;” Hellertown G’Z?d,fjf;f: pogTep and Joseph L. B. Elfort (Mublenberg lollege), Fhotographer ol Z i
bridge sits agjacent foits former site in Hellerfown. | | Jla e
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